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CIA SmXXJCEMCE MEMCRANDU1-! 

The Situation U Csechoslovakta as of 4:00 P.M. EOT 



Caechoslovak party leader Dubcck has » a an red the country's populace 
today that he does sot Intend to cava In to Soviet praaettxe and will j 
retain hta freedom of action with Moscow. Addressing a deleg atloh of 
factory workers, he reportedly aald he did not Intend to pevah the I 
difference! with Moscow to an open break, but added "we know what j 
we went. " Ke »Iao aald that the Czechoslovak preeidlnm la unanimous 
In ita attitude toward the propoeed talks with the Soviets. | 

i 

Prague has taken Seme steps apparently intended to be half-way j 
reeponalve to Soviet demands, bet also centimes to *aaert Its j 
determination to centime tte reform n. The petty presidium y ester- | 
dsy abollehed the central committee's department for military end | 
aoenrtty affairs, an act which had the effect of removing Lt. Qen. prchllk. 
who bed become » Soviet bogbear, from his Imports at position sa head 
of thla department. ! 

The setting np by the Ctechoclovak govemmeat of Advisory councils 



for radio and television can alae be viewed *s a conciliatory step 
toward Moscow. Although the membsra of the councils will sot be 
censors nor so . the creation of the councils suggests that without 
sctnelty re-Imposing censorship, the Oebcek regime la paKially 
responding to the Soviet demand that it control the news media. 



P regno provided further evidence today that It will not bow precipitately 
to Soviet pressure. The party dally Rods P rave In effect rebutted the 
Pxavda article of 25 July which linked the Csechoelovak sad the Red [ 
Cbtaeee • heresies. " The Redo Pravo article stressed that the autonomy 
of each petty la Indispensable tad that "the demand for Independence. I . 
la not at variance with latemattoaal solidarity. " 

Moscow Is still de nooncin g certain Czechoslovak party leaders. Pravda 

tflsd 



adds the name of Vice-Premier Ota Slk to the growing Uet of idea* 
"revisionists. " 



Mast of the Soviet leaders continue to be oat of public view, bat three 
po lit hero members — Premier Kosygtn, President Podgomy. sad i 
First Deputy Premier Polysneky were officially repotted In Moscow 
yesterday or todey. 
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Substantial • lament « of possibly thrae Soviet divisions which moved 
south from the Berlin area on 24-25 July are apparently new located 
in restricted areas approximately 75 miles south of Berlin. 



There has been no additional information from any source concerning 
the announced Urge rear services exercise In the western USSR. Nor 
have there been indications that the large seals air defense axe rc las, 
announced by Moscow on 24 July, bus started. 

No unusual activity ha a b een obse rve d in the Gs ochoslov ak Armed f orces. 




